Archaeology Lecture at Kelley House

Archaeologist Thad Van Bueren will speak about his recent investigations at Seaside on Sunday evening May 4 at 7:00 PM at the Kelley House Museum in Mendocino.  Van Bueren's presentation will highlight the results of archaeological and historical research covering use of the area from about 2000 years ago until 1959.  His talk will be illustrated with many slides and is entitled "From Indian Wars to Marriage: The Stormy Intersection of Indigenous and White Cultures at Seaside."
Some of you may have noticed Van Bueren's fieldwork taking place last August and September not far north of the mouth of the Ten Mile River.  His discoveries reveal that change was the only constant, as new groups continued to enter the region from late prehistory into the early twentieth century.  With parallels to modern debates over immigration, conflicts and adaptation were demanded of new residents and old.  The talk will begin with Pomo and Coast Yuki interactions during late prehistory, moving from there to the adjustments of the Mendocino Reservation Period and later years.

In an intriguing twist of fate, the most recent occupation at Seaside (1900-1959) was by a family of mixed White and Wiyot Indian descent.  That family's roots go back to the Humboldt Indian War.  Leonard Dodge served in California's First Mountain Battalion in the early 1860s where he met and married a Wiyot woman named Susan Dungan born in a village near the mouth of the Eel River.  The couple settled first in Rockport and later at Seaside.  Their daughter Amelia (Dodge) Bowman then inherited the Seaside farm and raised a large family there with her husband Perry Bowman.

Mr. Van Bueren is a professional archaeologist with 30 years of experience in California and Belize and a Master of Arts from San Francisco State University.  He has worked for Caltrans for the past 17 years, with prior employment at the California Office of Historic Preservation and State Parks.  A Westport resident of 13 years, he has also taught archaeology at the College of the Redwoods and is widely published in professional journals including Historical Archaeology and Industrial Archaeology.  His book on the archaeology of utopian settlements is forthcoming from the University Press of Florida.

Van Bueren's lecture is one of many scheduled events during Mendocino's fifth annual Heritage Days celebration.  A $5 donation is requested to help support the museum, but no interested listener will be turned away.  For more information about Heritage Days events contact the Kelley House Museum or visit: http://www.mendobiz.org/history/default.html.

Caption for photo attached separately:

Seaside in 1938 during repair of highway culvert (Caltrans photograph).
