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SPECIAL EVENT INFORMATIONPRIVATE 

Mendocino, CA – April 18, 2008 - The Wells Fargo Stagecoach, a symbol of the American West, comes to Mendocino on Saturday, May 3, 2008, to celebrate Mendocino’s fifth annual Heritage Days.

Henry Wells, William George Fargo, and others founded Wells, Fargo & Co. in 1852 to offer financial and delivery services on the Pacific coast. “This is a great Country and a greater People,” Wells exclaimed during a visit to San Francisco.  Wells Fargo was there--carrying gold and money, delivering letters, forwarding packages, selling money orders and travelers checks, finding eastern markets for produce, and compiling statistics on gold and silver production in the West.  It was, as one 1865 traveler remarked, the “omnipresent, universal business agent” of the West and “the Ready Companion of civilization.”  From a dozen express offices in 1852, the Company in 1918 had over 900 in the Golden State, and 10,000 nationwide.    

Mendocino and Fort Bragg were among those offices.  Eugene Brown was agent at Mendocino from 1866 to 1888.  Coastal steamers came twice monthly, but stagecoaches carrying Wells, Fargo & Co’s express were more reliable.  Gold and letters arrived and departed to Cloverdale, Duncan’s Mills, where in the 1870s, the North Pacific Coast Railroad arrived, and the county seat at Ukiah.  The Cloverdale and Mendocino Line took 23 hours to go the rugged 95 miles between the two points.  Besides running a general store, where he offered Wells Fargo’s services, Brown constructed a lumber chute to enable the “Doghole steamers” to load, served as president of the allied Bank of Mendocino and the Mendocino Discount Bank, aided European immigrants to come to California, and sold insurance.

In 1886, Charles R. Johnson, founder of the Fort Bragg Redwood Co., opened the Wells Fargo office in Fort Bragg.  His wife Mary was the daughter of 1860s United States Senator John Conness, a former Gold Rush Wells Fargo agent himself.  Johnson later became Fort Bragg’s first mayor.  After a year, Johnson turned the agency over to Eri Huggins, Agent from 1887 to 1891.  He, too, held down several jobs, serving as Postmaster and selling pianos and insurance.  Following Huggins, A.L. Wintzer and his family ran the Wells Fargo agency from their general store for twenty years.  Wells Fargo was very much part of North Coast Communities.

In the 1860s, when Wells Fargo went in for stagecoaching big time, the Company paid $1,100 each for the best stagecoaches made by Abbot-Downing Company of Concord, New Hampshire.  The egg-shaped body rested on leather thoroughbraces, giving the 2,200-pound Coach a rocking motion--”a cradle on wheels,” said Mark Twain. A cross-country ride by Wells Fargo stage in the 1860s cost $300 and took two weeks—day and night.  Wells Fargo’s Great Overland lines stretched from Cisco, California, to North Platte, Nebraska, and headed north to Boise, Idaho and Fort Benton, Montana.  A Wells Fargo Overland stage averaged 5 miles an hour, changing horses every 12 miles, and stopping for a bite to eat at Home Stations 45 miles apart.

The Concord Coach today represents the universality of Wells Fargo service.  To preserve its legacy of dependable stagecoach drivers, quick-thinking messengers, and brightly-painted Concords drawn by matched teams, Wells Fargo dispatches its famous Stagecoaches to community events throughout the nation.  It has 20 coaches for parades and 11 historic coaches displayed in museums throughout the country.

Wells Fargo & Company is a diversified financial services company with $595 billion in assets, providing banking, insurance, investments, mortgage and consumer finance through almost 6,000 stores and the internet (wellsfargo.com) across North America and internationally. Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. is the only bank in the U.S., and one of only two banks worldwide, to have the highest possible credit rating from both Moody's Investors Service, “Aaa,” and Standard & Poor's Ratings Services, “AAA.”
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